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Alſo an Account how, to the Infamy of the Perjur d Accu- ; 
ers, the ſaid Robbery was confeſs'd in open Court, by . *? 


. 
| John Comyn, and Chadwick Chamb 


-*. ſaid Deans on the High-way. _— 


8 > 
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y Robert Deans of Maidſtone, and his Accom- 
plices, on Pretence of their Robbing the 


oy 
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pe WITH ; 
An Abftra of their Trial, and being fairly 
clear d at the Aſſizes at Maidſtone, 
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tho real Highway Men, when arraign'd for other 


Crimes at the Aſſizes at Maidſtone, above a Year aſter-- 
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HE Perſons, in Behalf of whom theſe S beets are pub... 
47 * profeſs themſelves perfectly unacquainted with 
the Artifice of Words to ſet off their Caſe, and have 


therefore purpoſely avoided all Circumlocutions or Endeavours to 
gild over the Relation, and deſire the Reader not to expect it 


Tet they think it very neceſſary by Way of Introduction to give you 
a brief Hiſtory of the Affair in general, that being let into the 
Story, the Particulars may the better be underſtood. 

They are ſo clear in their own Innocence, and doubt not ſo to 
clear up that Innocence in the Eyes of the World, that they think, 
a fair ſtating of Things, as they really are, and freeing the Rela- 
tion from the Clouds and Miſts, which the Malice and Induſtry of 
their Enemies have thrown upon it, will be a ſufficient Vindication - 
of their Reputation to the World, | 

In order therefore to let the Reader into the whole Story, that he 
may thereby judge impartially of the Caſe, they preſent the World 
with a ſhort Abridement of it. Thus; 

Two young Men, Shopkeepers and Tradeſmen in London, the 
one John Comyn living in Grace-church-Street, and by Trade 
4 Stationer, the other, Chadwick Chambers, living iu Thames 
Street, and by Trade a Cheeſemonger, take a Journey to Maidſtone 
in Kent where Comyn had his Wife's Father, and other Relati- 
ons, living; and Chambers has a View of contracting ſame Rela- 
tion in the ſame Family, —T hey go out in a Chaiſe, but their Horſe 


failing at Rocheſter, they publickly hire Poſt- Horſes there, for 
Maidſtone Again, it being a wet Night, they put in publickly at 


the Bell at Boxley, where they ſtay ſome Time, and about Eight at 
Night come into Maidſtone——Where they go to à publick Inn, 


ſhew themſelves publickly, go to Supper, and very unconcern d at 


any Danger, go to Bed. | 
The very Night they took this Journey, there was a Carrier 
robb'd coming from Sittingborn to Maidſtone, which is quite 
another Road — He comes to Maidſtone, hears of two Men come 
into the Bull-Inn—cauſes them to be apprehended, and dragg d out 
of their Beds, before he ſaw them, to challenge them for the ſame 


A. 2 Perſons —— 


91,0144 


ons f Evidence the evident Malice of the Proſecution, the clear 
Accounts given by the Defendants, and the Teſtimony brought to 


their Reputation, effetFually clear d them of the Charge, and the Jury 


brought them in not Guilty—But as it often pleaſes GOD tobring 
the Guile to Puniſhment, by wonderful Turns of Providence in the 
World, fo it is very frequent, that the ſame Providence concerns it 
ſelf in clearing up the Innocence of thoſe that are wrong fully accus'd, 
ſlander'd and injar din their good Names. And this was never more 
remarkable than in this Caſe, where two Perſons, James Weſt 
and John Poſt by Name, condemn'd at the ſame Place the Tear 
after for other Crimes, confeſs'd themſelves Guitty of this very Fact; 
one of whom, viz. John Poſt, being firſt repriev'd, and afterwards 
pardon d, perſiſts in the ſame Confeſſion ; the other, viz, James 
Weſt, confirm'd the ſaid Confeſſion at the Place of Execution ; 
Certificates of which are inſerted under ver) good Authority, in the 
following Narr ative. 
The Perſons thus villainouſly accus d, thinking it was a Piece of 
Juſtice due to them to have Reparation for ſo great an Injury, ſued 
their Accuſers for Defamation, and brought it to a Trial at Guild- 
hall—But as Innocence is not always attended with Policy, they had 
laid their Caſe wrong, teing ill advis d, having ſud for Words only, 
whereas they ought to have fu'd for a malicious Proſecution. By 
this Miſtake, they were non-ſuited, and loſt their Suit. 
From this their Enemies take freſh Occaſion to reproach them; as 
if becauſe they could not recover their Damages, they were therefore 
_ Guilty of the former Fact; 4 Thing the very Perſons accuſing them 
did not attempt to prove, or the Court, at which their laſt Cauſe 
was heard, ſo much as ſuggeſt, 

Thu is the ſhort Hiſtory of their Caſe, and is the Argument of 
the following Sheets, which tkey thought neceſſary, in order to 
counter-att the Malice of thoſe, who would fain revive their Diſ- 
aſter by loading their Reputation, and ſo commit that Murther up- 
ontheir good Names, which they could not effect upon their Perſons. 


An 
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At the Trial, the Uncertainties of Fact, the plain Contradicti- 
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An Impartial Account of the Malicious Profjcutiie of 
John Comyn, and Chadwick Chambers, &c. 


N order to go thorough the Particulars, which are thus 
touch'd at in the Introduction, it is neceſſary to begin at 
the Parties ſetting out from London, with the Occaſion, 

Manner, and Deſign of their Journey; for it has not always 
been improper, in order to manifeſt Mens Innocence in 
ſuch Caſes, to the World, ro enter into the ſmalleſt 
and moſt minute Circumſtances. Among theſe may be 
reckoned, the Occafion or Buſineſs that carry'd theſe Two 
out together; for nothing is more certain, than that they 
were ſo far from being Comrades, that they were hardly ac- 
quainted with one another, nor had they ever ſo much as 
walk'd out, or travelPd one Mile together in their Lives 
before, 

But the Truth of Fact is, and this was the Occaſion of the 
Journey), that Chambers was purſuing a Purpoſe of Marriage, 
with a young Perſon that liv'd at Maiaſtone, and whole 
Sifter, Mr, Comyn, the other Perſon, had marry'd. The Fa- 
ther of this young Woman and Chambers had met, and treat- 
ed of it in London, but not agreeing, Chambers defirous of 
proceeding farther, defires Mr. Comys to take a Journey to 
Maidſtone with him, in order to aſſiſt him in that Affair- 
That this was a clear and juſtifiable Occaſion, needs not 
one Word to prove; and theſe Circumſtances being publick, 
and appearing upon the Trial, without the leaſt Contra- 
diction, there needs no more than to let the World know, 
that theſe two pretended Criminals were only meer Travel- 
lers, going upon their lawful Oceaſions, newly become ac- 
quainted having hardly ever convers'd five Times mm 
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| We 


e end ſet out abour Fivea Clock in the Morning from 


LO dober 1. 1707, — The great Quantity of Rain, 


that had fallen about that Time, had made the Roads worſe 
than they expected Thoꝰ Comyn had indeed ſome Fear up- 
on him before, leſt their Horſe ſhould not perform, know- 


ing the Length, and ſuſpecting the Badneſs of the Way; and 
had therefore perſwaded Chambers to take Boots, leſt the 


Horſe ſhould tire, and they ſhould be oblig'd to hire Horſes 
by the Way; as itafterward happen'd————Thi is noted, 


| becauſe ſome were fo weak, as well as malicious, to ask what 


they did with their Boors on, being to travel in a Chaiſe— 
So narrowly was every Circumſtance canvaſs'd for their De- 
ſtruction. . | 

It was TEN of the Clock before they got to Dartford, 
Where they baited at the Bull- Inn, and reſted for the Eaſe of 


their Horſe, till paſt ONE—Anditwas FIVE in the Evening 


| before they could reach Rocheſter, where they alſowent into 


the Bull. Inn The Difficulty of the Way convinc'd 


them, that their Horſe would not be able to draw them to 
Maidſtone that Night, ſo they reſolv'd, it they could, to 

hire a freſh Horſe for the Chaiſe. | 
The Inn-keeper, being firſt enquir'd of, could not ſupply 
them, ſo they ſent the Hoſtler about the Town to hire one, 
and in the mean time went publickly to viſitfeveral of their 
reſpective Friends and Acquaintance in Stroud near Rocheſter 
A very unlikely and unuſual Thing for Men to do, that 


Were out upon a Deſign of taking a Purſe upon the Road. 


When they return'd to the Inn, the Hoſtler had provided 


them a Horſe for the Chaiſe, tho? a very indifferent one, and 


dt a great Price; however, they had taken that Horſe, but 


Mrs. Bevis the Inn-keeper at the Ball, and her Servant alſo, 


perſwaded them againſt it, telling them it was dangerous 


and difficult driving in the Dark, and that they had an ugly 


Hill to go down, meaning Boxetly-Hill; and it being the Poſt- 


Houfe, ſhe offer d them two Poſt-Horſes, 25. cheaper, hon 
ö the 
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the Perſon would let his ſingle Horſe ta them for Tbeſe Ar- 
guments perſwaded them to leave their Chaiſe at Rocheſter, 
and take Poſt-Horſes for Majaſtone ; and accordingly they 
* went from Rocheſter about Half an Hour aſter SIX a Clock. 
| At the Bel, a ſingle Houſe on the Top of Boxley- Hil, about 
 Mid-way between Rocheſter and Maiaſtone, they put in 
again, becauſe of ſome Rain, and ſtay'd there above an Hour, 
and came into Maidſtone about a Quarter of an Hour after 
EIGHT at Night This is worth Notice, becauſe it ap- 
pears, they were not above three Quartersof an Hour riding 
from Rocheſter to Maiaſtone— Theſe Circumſtances are thus 
ſet down in particular, becauſe they were all concurring 
(firſt) to make the Defiga improbable, and next to make 
the Fact impoſſible, as their Accuſers had charg'd it; and 
becauſe they were all particularly atteſted (as here ſet down) 
at the Trial. 5 
At Maidſtone, they went to the Ball. Inn And the Cir- 
cumſtances of their Behaviour there, are a little particular; 
as firſt having put up their Horſes, they went into the Kit - 
chin, ask'd the Miſtreſs of the Houſe what ſhe had to eat — 
Having then taken Care about their Supper, the Landlady 
ask*dthem.to take a Room, the Kitchin being full of Com- 
pany, and carry'd them into a little Room behind the Bar; 
here they ſupp'd openly and publickly, without ſhutting any 
Doors, or keeping themſelves private ; as is uſual for High- 
way Men to.do—— All which will appear in the Evidence 
given in by the Miſtreſs of the Houſe, | 
Alfter Supper they deſir'd a Chamber with two Beds in it; 
Comn went to Bed as ſoon as he had ſupp'd, being wet and 
wear, but Chambers went into the Kitchin, and drank a a 
Pint of Wine, after Com was in Bed, and fat there pub- 
lickly near an Hour. 1 
The Miſtreſs of the Houſe knew Conn had a Father- in- 
Law in the Town, and therefore did not think at firſt, he 
deſign'd to lie there; but when he enquir'd for a Room with 
two Beds, he mention'd it himſelf, that his Father was an 
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Father, and therefore would ſtay there that Night. 
While they remain'd in the Inn, and long before Cham. 
bers went to Bed, News came to Town, That one Robert 
Dean, a Perſon known in the Town, and that uſed, on ex- 


traordinary Occaſion; to carry Shop-keepers Goods to Fairs, 


Markets, &c. was Robb'd, and lay Bound upon the Road 


from Sittingborne to Maidſtone——Had theſe been the Men 


that had robb'd and bound the Man, they had here fair no- 


tice'to have eſcaped; but ſo far were they from thinking of 
any Miſchief falling upon them, or from any Surprize at it, 
that Mr. Chambers uſed Arguments to perſwade ſome that 
were there, to go and aſſiſt in delivering the Man, and un- 
— RT 


About 10a Clock they were both in Bed, and about Mid- 
night being faſt aſleep, their Chamber - Doors not ſo much as 


lock'd, and a pair of Piſtols, they had with them, given to 
the Land-lady to lay up for them; Admirable tokens of High. 
way · Man! They were ſurpriz d with a Conſtable and Atten- 
dants, ruſhing into their Chamber, and halling them out 
of their Beds for Highway- Men pretending that they 
were the Men that had robb'd Deans, as above. 

After the firſt Surprize was a little over, Comyn ask'd 
where the Man was that accuſed them it was anſwer' d, 
He was below. He deſir'd he might be call'd up and 
might look at them, not doubting he would have own'd his 
miſtake, when he had ſeen them But, contrary to their 


Expedctations, as ſoon as ever Deans entred the Room, he 


Challeng'd Chambers for the Man that bound him. 

It was very Remarkable, and obſerved by ſome in the 
Room, that he challeng'd him immediately upon his come- 
ing into the Room — when he fat up in his Shirt in the Bed 
hen he could neither ſee his Stature, not readily judge 
of his Perſon, having never pretended to have ſeen him 

before 
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d it was late, he believ'd, the Family 
E ; and he having alſo his Friend with. 
dim, did not care either to leave his Friend, or diſturb his 
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before — ſaving (if it had been right) in the time of the 
Action, which was in the dark: But it is yet more parti- 


challenged him - 
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cular, as one Gentleman obſerv'd, That according to the 
Place he ſtood in at his entrance into the Room, and the 


. Poſture Chambers ſat in, on the Bed — it was not poſſible, 


that Dean could ſo much as ſee his Face, when he ſo 
- But there are yet greater Evi- 
dences of the Malicious Proceeding than theſe ; of which in 
their order. 


In the Morning they went before three Juſtices of the 


Peace, who came together upon this Occaſion 


And here Deaxs was Interrogated ; (1.) to the Place 


where he was Robb'd, which he ſaid was at the bottom of 
Deatling-Hill, coming from Sittingborn, which is three 
Miles off from the Road from Roche fter. (2.) The time of 
Night he was robb'd in, which he ſaid was between 7 and 
8 of the Clock. (3.) How long the Men that robb'd him 
ſtay'd with him, which he ſaid was kalf an Hour. 

Then Conn gave the Jaſtices an Account of his whole 
Journey, with all the Circumſtances as related above, and 


ſeveral Perſons were produced to prove ſuch parts of it, as 


it was poſſible to prove at ſo ſhort warning; theſe were all 
wholly Strangers to them, (except one) but touch'd with a 
ſenſe of the Injury done, voluntarily came in, and gave 
Teſtimony in their behalf. 

The Juſtices ſeriouſly weighing the ſeveral Circumſtan- 
ces, unanimouſly concluded the Accuſation was Frivolous 
and Vexatious; and that it was impoſſible, however arrogant 
Deaxs appeared, that theſe could be the Men — and apply- 


ing themſelves to Deans, caution'd him againſt a raſh Oath, 


laying before him the Conſequences of it This had 
ſuch an Impreſſion upon him at that time, not being arriv'd 


to that degree of Hardneſs which he afterwards attain d, that he 
remain'd Mute, and the Juſtices clear d Comps and Cham- 
bers of the Charge, and ſo diſmiſs'd them. 
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= ace all this Matter came upon the Stage again, it 
. will be neceſſary to ſtate a few of the Circumſtances, which 


4 


5 made the Juſtices ſuſpect Deans, and diſmiſs the Per ſons 


* 


Accus: d 
1. It was plainly prov'd, That they came out of Roche- 
fer half an hour after fix That they ſtay'd at 
the Bell above an hour, and they were in the Bull at 
Maidſtone one Quarter paſt eight So that they 
rode the 8 Miles from Rocheſter to Maidſtone in three 
Quarters of an hour —— Yet Deans ſwore they ſtay'd 
half an Hour with him, ripping up his Packs, binding 
him, &c. So that they muſt have Devils, not Horſes 
to ride on, that could carry them eight Miles from 
Rocheſter to Maidſtone, and three Miles out of the Way 
to Deatling-Hill, in a quarter of an Hour. | 

2. Deans {wore they knock'd him down with a great 
Club — but when the Juſtices demanded to ſee the 
Marks of the Blow — he excuſed himſelf, by ſaying 
that his Hat kept it off —— as if a blow with a Club, 
that ſhould fell the Man, would make no Contuſion, 
or ſwelling on the Head; or the Hat that could not 
prevent the Man being knock'd down, ſhould defend 
him fo, that no Tokens of the Blow could remain; 
which the Juſtices obſerv'd was very unlikely. 

3- Deans being asked what Cloaths the Men had on 
that robb'd him: Anſwered, That Comyz had only a 
double-breafted Coat on, the ſame he had then on: 
Whereas Comyn prov'd he had on a blue Riding- Coat 
over that double-breaſted Coat To excuſe 
this, Deans ſaid that Comyn ſtood at a diſtance, trem- 
bling, and holding the Horſes, to that he could not 
diſcern plain enough to ſwear againſt him. 


This 
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This indeed appear'd moſt ridiculous, that he could per- 


ceive he trembled, and yet could not diſcern what Cloaths he 


had on — But what made it perfectly Scandalous, was, That 


Deans, afterwards at the Trial, deſcrib'd Conn, by his Wigg 
being ty'd up with a piece of Packthread — Now *tis true, 


That Comyns Wigg was ty'd up with Packthread, which it 


was evident he muſt learn afterward,forComys had not unty d 
it; but if it was impoſſible for him to diſcern the Colour of 
Comyn's Coat, becauſe of the diſtance and the darkneſs — it 
was perfectly Aſtoniſhing that he ſhould diſcern a ſmall piece 
of Packthread which ty'd up his Wigg — which being of a 
light Brown, and very near the colour of the Packthread, 
and the Packthread ſmall, would have been hard enough 
to have been diſcern'd by Day-light, and near at hand, much 
leſs at 8 a Clock at Night in October, and at ſuch a diſtance, 
that he could not tell a brown Coat from a blue; 
Theſe things were ſufficient to convince the Juſtices of 
f this Deans, and of courſe to clear the Perſons 
accuſed upon ſuch horrid Abſurdities. 
It is worth Notice alſo, That at this time one Mr. John 
Weeks of Maidſtone, whoſe Goods they were which were 


ſaid to be ſtolen, told the Juſtices, He believ'd it was im- 


poſſible theſe could be the Men, and were glad they were 
Acquitted, or to that Purpoſe — tho? this ſame Perſon was 
pleaſed to Contradict this by his ſubſequent Practice 


for Reaſons he need not to declare. 


But the Storm did not end here — The Party that fell 
in with Deaus in the Proſecution of this Villany, being diſap- 
pointed in the Deliverance the young Men had obtain'd, ne- 
ver ceaſed to prompt Deans to new Proſecutions —he Inſulted 
them in the open Street in Maidſtone, telling them, That tho? 
he could not have Juſtice here, he would have it in another 
Place, threatning them with my Lord Chief Juſtices Warrant. 
But when they found that Comyn and Chambers did not con- 
cern themſelves at theſe threatnings and that they could 
do them no harm that way —— They fall to work _ 

B 2 their 


"heir Tongues, and fill the Mouths of all their Friends with 
Ft - Slander, ſpreading it all over the Country; and at London 
alſo; that notwithſtanding Comyn and Chambers were Ac- 
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quitted by the Juſtices, yet that they were Guilty, and that 


they, and no other, were the Men that robb'd him. 
Comm and Chambers, being Allarm'd at this new way of 


Proceeding with them, and thinking that as they had already 


reſiſted the attempt made upon their Lives, ſo they were 


equally oblig'd to defend their Reputations — Reſolved, 


and that with very good Advice of able Lawyers, to pro- 


ſecute Deans for Slander. 


Deans getting Notice of this, comes upto London, as he ſaid, 


to ſecure himſelf, for that he heard Comyn had reſolv'd to 
Arreſt him: And meeting at London with one Mr. Fullagar, 
an Honeſt, and perfectly indifferent Perſon, of a Healing, 
Peaceable Temper, and known to both Parties, he per- 
{wades Deans to meet and accommodate the Matter. 

Deans however diſcover*d, That what he calPd Securing 


himſelf from an Arreſt, was, That he was reſolv'd to ſwear the 


Robbery upon Comys and Chambers, and Profecute them to 
prevent their Sueing him for Slander — Mr. Fallagar, af- 
ter many Endeavours to bring them together, at laſt 
brought one Fuller, who appear'd for Deas, to a Meeting 
with Comyn and Chambers. 

At this Meeting, little was propos'd of Satisfaction to 
Comyn and Chambers — only Mr. Fuller propoſed, to be 
quiet of all ſides, as he call d it, and let no more be {aid 


of it. But as Comyn and Chambers found themſelves ſen- 


ſibly Injur'd in their Reputation, and their Friends ex- 


pected trom them ſome Method of publick Vindication, as 


the only way to clear up their Characters to the World 
They refuſed all private Agreement, or Huſhing 
up the thing, «s they term'd it; ſince firſt, it would immedi- 
ately have been ſuggeſted by their Enemies, that they had 
given Deans Money to hold his Tongue; and /econdly, when- 
ever Deaus had thought fit, he might have reviv'd the 


Slander 


the other 


i; . and have brought them into trouble again, by re- 
newing a Proſecution, when the Proof of Circumſtances, tha 


now were freſh in every one's Memory, would have been 


| impoſſible. x l 


This made Comyn and Chambers refuſe all private Accom- 
modation, and inſiſt upon it, That Deans ſhould make ſome 
publick Acknowledgment in the printed News-Papers, that 
he was Miſtaken, or elſe they reſolvd to proceed at Law. 

Deans refuſing this, the Treaty of Peace broke of 
and the War begun. | | 

The aforefaid Mr, Weeks alſo about this time came to- 


Mr. Comyn's Shop, and bought Goods of him, and at the 
ſame time propoſed an Accommodation; of which here-- 
aſter. 

The Terms of Accommodation being thus refuſed; and 
having good Witneſſes that Deans had reported he was 
robb'd on the High-way, by Con and Chambers, they 
Arreſted the ſaid Deans in an Action of Slander, on the 2d 
of February, by a Proceſs out of the Common-Pleas. 

Deans in return, ſerves them with a Writ of Sabpæna out 
of the Crown Office, to appear the firſt Day of the next 
Eaſter Term, to anſwer an Indictment, he had prefer'd for 
an ASSAULT. 

But Deans finding afterward that this would not do, and 
that they were retolved to defend one Suit, and proſecute 
The Aſſizes being at hand, and Comyn and 
Chambers at Maidſtone again - He alters his Meaſures a 
ſecond time, and Indicts them, as he ſaid, for an Aſſault 
upon him, with an Intent to robb him. | 

It is evident, and well known in Maiaſtone, that they had 
Notice given them ot all theſe Deſigns, and that Deans was 


preparing to take them up a ſecond time. And fome of 


their Friends ſuggeſting the Trouble, rather than any real 


Hazard, adviſed them to go away to London — and to 


oppoſe his Deſigns, rather by the aſſiſtance of Lawyers, . 
than to expoſe themſelves to be Inſulted in Perſon, by Deans 
and his Accomplices, at the Aſſizes- But 


But being perfectly eaſy as to the Trouble of it, and a 
" rtisfied in their own Innocence, they were fo far from ſnun- 
ing the 3 threatned, that they went both together to 
the Place, where the Juſtices of the Peace were then fitting, 
and gave Notice, That if the Juſtices had any thing to ſay 
to them, they were ready to attend them. 

This boldneſs convinc'd Deans, That if he would do any 
good on them, he muſt harden his Pace, and reſolve to 
Brike home —— and therefore changing his Tale a third 
time — tho? he had actually Indicted them for an Aſ- 
ff Fault, only with an intent to rob; and as they were in- 
form'd, had entred into Recognizances to proſecute upon 
jt! , ſuch an Indictment yet at the Aſſizes he puſhes at all, 
tho? he had been baulk'd in it once before, and Indicts them 
bor an actual Robbery. | 
| Mr. Comyn and Chambers not at all in Cuſtody of any Of- 
|  Fficer, waited ſix Hours in the Houſe —— They had, as is 
| Noted above, ſent the Juſtices word they were ready to 
attend them, if wanted and Mr. Fuller, Deans's At- 
f torney, brought them word, the Juſtices deſired them to 
ſtay, which they did till Ten a Clock at Night — when 

they were called in — and being acquainted, that Deans had 
| again charged them Poſitively with Aſſaulting him with a 
deſign to Robb him — they recited moſt of the Particulars 

| above-mentioned, to ſatisfy the Juſtices of the Malice of 
the Proſecution, and offer'd Bail. 

There were great Endeavours uſed to prejudice the Ju- 
{tices againſt them, and to hinder their taking Bail — and 
ſome of the Bench did make ſome difficulties about it, for 
Reaſons beſt known to themſelves, and perhaps not quite 
unknown to others too; however, at laſt they admitted 
them to Bail, the Aſſizes being juſt at hand. 

Being thus bound over, they deſired to have a Copy of 
| Deans Information, and to know what they were bound 
over for But both were deny'd — with ſome other 
Hardſhips — as Particular as Unuſual, which they ſaw 


put 
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put upon them, and which gave them to underſtand they» 
had ſomething of a Stream againſt them in that Court. 

But knowing they ſhould be heard before a Court, where: 
Juſtice would meet with leſs Interruption, and where Pre- 
judice would have no room to ſhew it ſelf, they let things 
go on; left their Enemies to work their own way, and pre- 

d reſolutely for a juſt Defence at the Trial, and which 
—— ſo near, they ſaw they had no time to loſe. | 

On the 18th of March, 1707. they appeared as bound by 
their Recognizance ; and to prevent any Advantage that 
might be taken againſt them, they ſhew'd themſelves in 
in Court by ſix of the Clock in the Morning. 

The Court being fat, they were Arraign'd, the Indict- 
ment read, as found by the Grand Jury, and they put up- 
on their Trial —— whereupon they Pleaded, as well they 
might, not Guilty But it being early in the Morn- 
ing, and ſome of their Witneſſes being to come a great 
way, Mr. Comyn told the Court, their Witneſſes were not 
all 1 together yet, and deſired a little time, which was 

ranted. | | 
, In about an Hours time, their Friends being come; he 
acquainted the Court that they were ready, and according- 
ly the Trial came on. 

One, who they were informed was of the Jury, had ei- 
ther the Villany to intend it, or the Folly to ſay fo, that he 
had already reſolv'd to vote them Guilty — and this being 
ſo publick as to come to their Knowledge, they thought it 
was hard to be try'd for their Lives by ſuch Men, as had 
Condemn'd them before-hand ; and being adviſed by their 
Friends, they offer'd to except againſt him: But they were 
told by the Court they were out of time, and that they could 
not be allow*d to except againſt any of the Jury, after they 
were Sworn — However it was only an Evidence of their 
unguarded Innocence — for the Man that had expoſed his- 
good Will towards them ſo far, was not of the Jury, tho 
they did not know it till after their Tryal — and as they. 
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were ſecure in their own Innocence, they did not offer to 
examine, who was, or who was not on the Jury ; not doubt- 
ing to make their Caſe ſo clear, that any Jury of ho- 
peſt Men would Acquit them. þ 


And now we come to the Tryal, in which, tho? the 
particular words every one faid, cannot be ſuppoſed to be 


taken exactly, yer — the ſubſtance of every thing being 


* cc 


gt 
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Noted in Writing, and repeated here, is ſo exact, that it 
is not doubted, the very Accuſers themſelves, will own they 
have no wrong done them in this Relation, 


Deans, being the Principal Accuſer, was firſt ſworn — 


and he tells his Tale thus; 


That on the firſt of October 1707. as he was coming 


from Sittingborn to Maidſtone with Horſes loaden with ſe- 
e yeral Goods belonging to Mr. John Weeks of Maidſtone ; Be- 


«tween 7 and 8 a Clock in the Evening, on the top of Deat- 
* ling- Hill, the Priſoners at the Bar, Comyn and Chambers over- 
& took him — That Chambers asked him, whoſe Goods he had 
& there; and he anſwered, John Weeks's of Maidſtone — that 
“they told him, then they were ſure there was Money in them; 
but he told them there was none — That when the 
came to the foot of the Hill, they ſtop d him, and that 
Chambers preſented a Piſtol to his Breaft, and ſwore he 
would kill him — Then bid him put his Hands together ; 
which when he had done, he bound his Hands, and led 
him into a Field about 20 Rods from the Road, and that 
Com at the ſame time led his Horſes after him | 
Then Chambers bid him fit down, and unbinding his 
Hands, bound them behind him, and bound his Leggs 
alſo; and turning his Face to the Ground, ſwore, that 
if he looked on them they would ſhoot him. That ha- 
ving thus bound him, they cut up his Pack, and took 
the Goods out piece by piece, {ſhaking them to ſee if any 
Money was among them ; but finding no Money, they 
only flung the Goods about the Field and went away, 
“having 
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© _ * having taken nothing but threatning him, that if h 
F cryid out, or made any Noiſe for ſome Time, they would 
* come back and ſhoot him. iy 
—  Whilghegave 1a this Evidence, the Court bad him look 
on the Priſoners at the Bar, and tell, if they were the Men 
that robb*d him, and which of them bound him — This he 
did with an unaccountable A ſfurance, and pointing at Com, 
ſaid, HE CUT MY PACK; and then pointing at Cam- 
bers, ſaid, and that Man bound me. 1 
It was indeed abſolutely neceſſary he ſhould now go thro? 
Stich with his Work, for he was embark'd on his murther- 
ous Deſign, and if he had not been hard mouth'd enough to 
have ſworn any thing, he could not expect to carry it on. 
Deans having finiſh'd his Evidence, the Court gave the 
Priſoners Leave to ask him what Queſtions they though 
fit · 
Comyn ask d Where it was the Men over- took him? 
Deans anſwer' d, On the Top of Deatling- Hill, 
Comyn, Whether that was on the Road from Rocheſter to 
Maidſtone ? : 
Deans. No, it is on the Road from Sittingborn to Maid- 
; ſtone, 
4 Comyn. What Time of the Night it was the Men robb'd 
him. 1 
Deans. Between Seven and Eight of the Clock. 
Comyn. How long the Men were with him? 

Deans. Above a Quarter of an Hour. | 
Here Comyn deſir'd the Court to take Notice of the Time 
of Night he pretended to be robb'd, and of the Place 
And particularly whether it was poſſible, they ſhould over- 
take him on the Top of the Hill, and go down that long Hill 
with Pack-horſes, lead him 20 Rod out of the Road, at the 
Bottom, bind him, cut open his Packs, ſearch the Goods 
Piece by Piece for Money, and throw them about the Field, 

and all in a Quarter of an Hour ?- — 


1 C ä This 


dre the firſt Juſtices, they were above Half an Hour with 


him But finding the Account they gave of themſelves, 


und provdbejond Contradiition, made it impoſſible, that they 
ſhould be the Men, and that thereupon the Juſtices had ac- 
quitted them He had now alter d his Tale to a Quarter 


of an Hour, in order to make ſure Work of it. * 


This was taken particular Notice of by the Judge, who 
turning to one of the Juſtices then preſent, and asking if it 
vas true, he confirmꝭd the ſame This was the firſt Blow 
to Deans's Probity, and gave the Court Reaſon to lay the leſs 
Streſs upon the other Part of his Evidence. 

Comyn then proceeded to ask him ſeveral Queſtions, rela- 
ting to > the Manner of his Proceeding againſt them, Vis. 

Why he indicted them in the Crown-Office, and did not 
proſecute that Indict ment firſt, being firſt in Or der of Time? 

Why he indicted them firſt for an Aſſault? 

Why he indicted them for an A ſſault with Intent to rob? 

Why, ſince he indicted them at laſt for a Robbery, he 
ſtay'd ſo * before he did! it, having conſtant Opportunity 
to proſecute! 

Theſe Queſtions Commn a5k%d him, becauſe he purpos'd to 
give the Court an Account of the Steps, Deans had taken to 
avoid the Proſecution of Compn and Chambers — and to make 
it up with them; which finding he could not do, he perpe- 
TY this ſecond Villany, to avoid the Puniſhment tor the 

r 


. Deans anſwer'd all theſe Queſtions, by pleading Igno- 


rance of the Courſe of the Law; and ſo the Court pro- 


ceeded to call more Witneſſes. 

Daniel Whetſtone, Ginger-bread Baker in Maidſtone, de. 
pos'd, That coming from Sittingborn the 1 of Oftober, he 
heard a Man cry he was bound, and call for Help But 
that he rode away in a Fright ro Mazdftone, and there got 


Help, and then went back and found Deans bound, and 
freed him, 


Conin 


CL a at 


This be noted E e bor fHimielt had faid be. 


Ld 
2 


Hub Compmask'd this Evidence, how he knew 1t was T 


© ery'd out, ſince he reported at Mazdftore that it was he? 2 


1 


Whetſtone anſwer'd, He knew it was Deans by his Voice. 


Comyn. Why he did not ride to Deatling for Help, which 
was not above a Fui long off, her than two Miles to Maid- 


one ? 

4 Whetſtone anſwer' d, He was frighted, and knew not what he 
did, or to that Purpoſe. N 
Milliam Whetſtone and Richard Ebbs, Servants to John Horſe- 
nail, Ginger-bread Baker in Maidſtone, depos'd, They faw 
two Men on the Road the ſame Night Deans was bound 
That they made as if they were drunk That they, Wher- 
ſtone and Ebbs, ſpoke to them but receiv*d no Anſwer; and 
one had a great Club in his Hand- they own'd, they could 
not ſwear the Priſoners were the Men, but {wore heartily to 
the Horſes, that they were the ſame, Comyn and Chambers 
brought with them to Maidſtone - that they ſaw them near 
the Place where Deans was bound; and Whetſtone added, 
that he believ'd they were but juſt come out of the Field, for 
that one of them was not got down into the Road when they 
overtook them ; they farther ſwore, that they knew the 
Horſes again, as they ſaw them going toWater, and by that 
detected the Priſoners. 

The Priſoners ſeeing nothing in this Evidence, but what 
they ſhould afterwards eaſily overthrow, ask*d them no 
Queſtions at all. | 

The next Evidence was John Thorn, aVagabond-Fellow, 
afterwards an Hoſtler at the Ball. Inn in Maiaſtone—he ſwore, 
That be went with Daniel Whetſtone and others, and helpd to 
unbind Deans And that when he unbouzd him, Deans gave 
an exact Deſcription to him of the Perſons that robbd him, with 
their Clothes, Horſes, Whip, Piſtols, &c. ſo particular, that he 
could not have given a better, if they had been preſent. | 

Comyn deſir d, he might repeat the ſaid Deſcription to the 
Court upon his Oath—which he was order'd to do—and did 


as follows ; | 
C 2 That 
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rens little Men. 
Wich LIGHT COLOURD Great Coat. 
ee „ 
. One of their Wigs 5 ˙4 up with 4 RIBBAND. 
One Bay Horſe, one Grey. 
One a long Whip, 
One a Stick. | 
And two Piſtols. | | . 
And that Deans ſingled the Piftols out afterwards, from 
among four Piſtols that lay on the Table. : 
- Conn thought it not worth while to ask this hard- 
mouth*d Fellow any Queſtions at all, only deſir'd the Court 
to take Notice of ſome Particulars ; Viz. 1. That he ſhould 
prove by and by, that he rode in a blue Coat, and that Cham. 
bers rode without his Perriwig in a Napkin-Cap, wv hich he 
borrow'd at Rocheſter. Then that Deans had own'd before 
the Juſtices, that he could not deſcribe Com)n; whereas this 
Man being ask'dagain, if Deazs de ſcrib'd them both, ſaid 
yes, 4nd the like. 
Tho: Weeks {wore much the ſame as Thorn, with this Ad- 
dition, that he ſhould ask Comyn, why he ſhould lie at an 
Inn, and had a Father-in-Lew in Town—-And that Comyn 
anſwer'd, their Coming was only a Frolick, that they de- 
ſign'd to be gon by Four a Clock in the Morning, and did 
not intend to ſee his Father at all. 
This was fo improbable a Story after ali, that they prov'd, 
they had ſaid before to Mrs. Colliſon the Miſtreſs of the 
Houſe—and of the Buſineſs they came about—and of the 
Folly of giving ſuch a ſuſpicious Account of themſelves after 
they had been taken up But above all, was ſo contradict- * 
ed by the Account they gave of themſelves before the Juſti- 4 
ces, that it rather ſhew'd this honeſt Man's Confederacy in i 
the wicked Deſign upon their Lives, than made any Impreſſi- 
on upon the Court or theJury—Bur he ſpoiPd all his Deſign 
moſt effectually himſelf, and ſufficiently expos'd himſelf al- 
ſo in the next Part of his Evidence, in which he ſwore, that 
o_ Comp 


Comyn vs d always to go to the Star- Inn before that Time, 
N ſuggetting, that he went now to a ſtrange Inn to be con- 
ceal'd. 8 n 
Conn aſſur'd the Court, he never us'd the Star- Inn, nor 
ever put up there in his Life — and deſir'd it might be ob- 
ſerv'd It was true, that his Brother us'd to put up there, but 
M.Weeks had forgot to diſtinguiſh, and had ventured to ſwear 
againſt a Man's Life upon this Suppoſition, That becauſe his 
Brother had lodg'd there, that he mult lodge there too. 
| The truth is, this Fowa-be- Evidence made all the Story 
himſelf, for that he really never ask*d Com any ſuch Que- 
tion — had from him no ſuch Anſwer — What he alledged 
of him, as to uſing the Star. Inn, was a meer Forgery of his 
own and being fo plainly detected, they ſet him by, 
as one they themſelves were aſnam'd of — not that they 
diſlik'd him the worſe for his good Will to ſwear two In- 
nocent Men out of their Lives — but for putting his Tale 
no better together, being Knave enough to help their Cauſe, 
but too much a Fool to {erve them, 

But this was not all, to complead his Work, he alſo ſwore, 
that as ſoon as they came into the Inn at Maza/tore, they 
went into a dark Room, and hid themſelves. 

To this Comyn faid nothing; nor need any thing, to be 
ſaid of it here, till we come to the Evidence of the People 
of the Inn which ſo directly contradicts it, that it is 
very ſtrange the Man, tho? he had Malice enough to ſay 
any thing, and Conſcience large enough to fear it, ſhould” 
nct have had Policy enough to have prevented faying what 
could be ſo eaſily overthrown, as that it muſt of Neceſſity, 

not only Expoſe him for a ſcandalcus, perjured Wretch, 
burt invalidate every other probable thing he could ſay, 
and fo do his Employeis more Harm than Good. 

Indeed, ſome have ſuggeſted, that Comyn and Chambers 
hired this profligate Creature to ſwear ſo many Abſurdities 
and Self-Contradictions, and to give in ſuch a ſcandalous 

Evidence againſt them ——— that the extravagant Falſities 
mights | 


— 


the vans” x 
Fr ˙- Foe 
————— 

» 


the reſt of the Proceeding was equally Forged and Malici- 
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ous. Truly Comyn and Chambers do acknowledge this Evi- 
"dence, the Devil not being permitted to allow him Forecaſt 
equal to his Malice, went a great way to open the Eyes of 
the Jury, and gave the fatal Blow to Deazs and his Cauſe 
and they deſire to acknowledge it to the Honour of Di- 
vine Juſtice, that infatuated this Wicked Man, and led him 
into ſuch wild Extreams, as aſſiſted their Deliverance by 
2s ſame Methods by which he had contriv*d their Deſtru- 
Cion. . 

John Weeks came next — He depoſed much the fame 
as John Thorne had done, only he contradicted John Thorne 
directly, in the Deſcription Deans had made of the Perſons, 


might better their Cauſe, and make the Court think all 


and ſaid, Deans told him Comyns's Wigg was tyed up with 


Packthread — and told the length of his Piſtols fo exactly, 
that he did not believe there was above the breadth of 
his Nail difference in the real length, and his account of 
them ; concluding his Evidence with ſwearing, that Deans 
was his Servant, and a very honeſt Man. 

This being thePerſon that had endeavoured to patch up this 
Affair, as is Noted before; Comyn deſired to ask him ſome 
Queſtions, which being granted, were as follows; vis. 
“ Whether he did not fend for Com)n to the Swan and the 
% Raummer, and afterwards to the Ball. head in Gracecharch- 
% ſtreet, in London, and there pretending kindneſs to him, 
“ entreat him to make it up. 

«& Weeks was unwilling to give a direct Anſwer, and afraid 
he ſhould rather Serve Comyn and Chambers than Aſſiſt in 
their Deſtructon; would have fain inſinuated, that he did 
in meer Kindneſs to Comyn, who he calls Relation. But 
here the Judge himſelf took him up, and ask'd him di- 
* rectly, Whether it was not more in kindneſs to Deans 
* than to Comn? To which he anſwered, No: — No! 
% ſays my Lord; why, it ſuppoſes Kindneſs rather to 
*<* Deans, that you ſhould go to Comn; if you had done it 

| OW 


& to ſerve Comyn, you would rather have gone to Deans —- 
« But pray, ſays my Lord, who deſired you to do that 
* Office? Weeks confounded at this Queſtion, anſwered, 
No body: No- body! ſays my Lord, how can that be? 
& Sure ſome- body deſired you, and gave you Authority, 
« or how could you have made it up? Says Weeks, I 
„could have perſwaded the Man — very well, ſays my 
„Lord, then it is plain there only wanted Comyn and Cham- 
«* bers's Conſent. 

Comyn then took the liberty to acquaint my Lord and 
the Court, why they refuſed to agree, the very ſame men- 
tioned in this Account, Pag. 12. and which his Lordſhip 
was pleaſed to ſay were very good Reaſons. 

Then Comyn ask'd Mr. Weeks it he did not offer to ſell 
Chambers 2, or 300 l. worth of Hops; after this; my Lord, 

a little mov'd at that Queftion, asks Comyn — What, ſince 
this Buſineſs? 

Comyn, Yes, my Lord Then turning to Weeks, his 
Lordſhip ask*d him, How does this agree with your Evi- 
dence, to believe a Man a Highway Man, and then deſire 
ſuch a Man to be your Chapman for ſuch a quantity of 

3 Goods ? 
4 Weeks would fain have deny't it — but finding it put 
5 very cloſe to him, he anſwered, he would ſell any Men 
Goods for their Money — the Anſwer was good, and ſerv'd 
to let the Court ſee he could come off no better. 

Comyn then ask'd Mr. Weeks to give the Court a Character 
of him, which he would fain have evaded, tho? he had given 
him a very good Character before the Juſtices — That he had 
dealt with him for five Years ; that he had always paid him 
ready Money, and that he could do him no hurt — But 
my Lord put it cloſer to him, (v.) Did he uſe any De- 
ceit in his Dealings with you, or have you heard that he 
1 did fo with others — to which he had not Face enough to 

anſwer any thing but No: tho? it is plain he wanted no 


201 ; Malice. 
: Thus 
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1 P 3 Thus this Evidence ſer vd againſt Deaus, rather than for 
bam, having own'd:the juſt Dealing of Comps for five Lear; 
- and being lo well ſatisfied with Chambers, as to Court him 
to be his Cuſtomer for near 300 l. of Hops — So he like his 
Fellows, having done their Cauſe more Harm than Good, 
Was ſet by. | 
Stephen Weeks was the next Evidence, who ſaid ſo much, 
to ſo little Purpoſe, that the Court was frequently oblig'd 
to ask him if he had done, what he talk'd of, and the 
like — The main of his Evidence was of Deans being an 
Honeſt Man, and that he believed he would not forſwear 
my himſelf, and the like, with ſome of Deans's Deſcriptions as 
before — which being nothing to the Purpoſe, he was per- 
TE mitted to be Silent, and had time given him to be as Drunk 


as generally he thinks fit to be, about ſix Days in a Week. F 
... Hewit, an Attorney was the next, and he being 
only a Deſcription- Man too, like the reſt — tho' he told his 7 
”> Talea little better than the laſt, he was ſet by, as having F 


ſaid nothing to the Purpoſe, 

It is indeed worth Note, That all theſe Men's Evidence 
being only to Prove, that Deans deſcribed the Men before 
WILT” they were taken — and they very much differing and con- 
A © tradifting one another in what they Swore: It is the kind- 

7 eſt thing that can be ſaid of them, to ſay, they ſignified no- 
thing to the Purpoſe — for if they ſignified any thing at all, 
it was to let the Court fee, that either Deazs did not deſcribe 
WEE them alike to them all, or that they ſwore by the Twilight 

of their reſpective Memories. 

Milliam Davis Under-Hoſtler, at the Ball at Maidſione 
was a Witneſs they lay'd a great ſtreſs upon; He ſwore it 
N wanted but five Minutes of Nine when Commùn and Cham- 
E bers came into the Inn. This touching upon the main 
"i 
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point — viz. The Times at which they were at every Place, 


* 


1 which proved the impoſſibility of the Fact: the Judge 
Lf ask'd him how he came to be to exact as to the Time? — 
Be ſaid there was a Wager laid about ſomething elle, and he 
131 6 

| 


was ſent to Mr. Weeks's to know what it was a Clock. And 


„ oa 


( 23 ) 


- And here kind, officious Mr, Weeks ſtarts up uncall'd for, and ſays 


He did fo, My Lord, and my Clocks go RIGHT AND TRUE» 


Jama Clock-Maker — But this Evidence was ſoon contradicted 


* and overthrown, and not a littie laught at. 

The next Evidence was deſign'd to be one of the other ſide; but 
Deans Subpena d him However, the Man being Honeſt, ſpoke juſt 
what Comyn and Chambers deſired he ſhould ſay, which was the Truth 
His Name was William Willard, He depoſed, © That he ſaw Comyn 


* and Chambers come into the Blue-Bell upon Boxlcy-Hill about 7 a Clock 


ce at Night; that ſoon after they came in, he and his Mother went 


« away for Maidſtone, and that they overtock him again within about 


& half a Mile of Maidſtone, — That afterwards, when he and his Mo- 


& ther came Home, and he had put up his Horle, he ask'd what a 


“Clock it was and they told him it was ALMOST NINE. 
Both theſe Evidences were brought, if poſſible, to make the coming of 
Comyn and Chambers into Maidſtone to be three quarters of an Hour later than 


it was — the Robbery being impoſſible withofit it — But this ſhift failed 


them alſo — For by this Man's Evidence, the Suggeſtion was overs 
thrown — for if they left him half a Mile from the Town double Hors'd, 
and he having to the farther end of the Town to go, where 'tis known 
he Dwells, which is near half a Mile more; and yet he was at Home, 
and had put up his Horſe ſometime before Nine; Comyn and Chamlers, 
who rode Poſt, muſt needs be at their Inn by a quarter paſt Eight ; thus 
their own Account of it was confirmed, and the Evidence of Davs the 
Hoſtler overthrown all at once. | 

Their next Evidence ſerv'd them no more to their Purpoſe, than Davis 
had done: This was 
Dennis, the Under Jaylor at Maidſtone, who ſhowing a String in Court, 
which he ſaid Deans was bound with, depoſed, That when he came into 
the Room to Comyn, at their being firſt Apprehended, he own'd the ſtring 
to be his. 

This Bruitiſh Fellow ſurpriſed both my Lord and the whole Court 
with his Impudence ==— which cauſed My Lord to Interrogate him 


to this Purpoſe — hat, own the String! Prithee what did he ſay when 


he own'd it ? | 

Dennis, , He was in Bed and a ſleep, and I waked him, and ſhaking 
* the String over his Head, asked him if he knew it — and he immedi» 
e ately ſaid Jes; and then I bid him turn out. 

There was good Evidence to have Confuted this Fellow — But the 
Court took no Notice of what he ſaid; and Deans having called ſome to 
his Reputation, as is uſual in ſuch Caſes, that part of the Trial _ | 
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| upd toſs, them, Thar if they had any Witneſſes to call, they 
ET EO e ee 

7 "Then Conyn related the whole Story, as ſet down in the beginning of 
this Tract; viz. The Account of their Buſineſs, which was the cauſe of 


weir ſourney» the Manner, Circumſtances, and exact Times of their go- 


ing from Place to Place — and deſired they might call Witneſſes to thoſe 
imes and Circumſtances ; which was Granted. Pe 

The Heads they were to prove, were, That by the Time Deans ſaid 
he was robb'd, and the Times they were ſeen at Boxiey- Hill, 2 Miles 
and half from Maidſtone, and at Maidſtone, it was impoſſible they could 
be at Dearling-Hil, and conſequently could not be the Men. 
Then to prove, that Deans ſought to make this up; offered Money 
to have it made up: and had not Proſecuted them for a Robbery, but to 
avoid their Action of Damages brought againſt him — Thirdly, to lu- 
validate the Evidence, and ſhew the Falſities and Contradiction of their 
Teſtimony — Together with ſome flaws in Deans's, the Chief Evidences 


S 
* 
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Reputation: And laſtly, To clear up their wn. 255 
To the Firſt, Tho. Cranmer, the Canterbury Coachman depoſed, 
„That driving his Stage-Coach he ſaw Comyn and Chambers with a 
« Chaize, at Dareford, at the Bul- Inn; that be overtook them again 
« between Graveſend and Rocheſter, and that ſeeing their Horſe was 
& tyred, and 'twas with much ado they got him along, he took one of 
„ them, viz. John Comyn, into his Coach — and that ic was five a Clock 
before he got into Rocheſter — _ 5 

He farther depoſed, That he went with a Paſſenger to the further 

« end of Chatham, and ſtaid there to Eat and Drink, till the Clock ſtruck 

* fix — and as he came back, ſtop'd again at the Sign of Noah's Ark to 

Drink with a Friend, and coming thence to the Bul-Inn at Rocheſter, 
© he ſaw Comyn and Chambers juſt got upon Poſt-Horſes to go to Maid- 
*- ſtone — and being told they had lefe Kim a Shilling to drink, for his 
„ Civility to them upon the Road; He prayed them to ſtop and Drink 
<- part of the Wine, which they did — and on his Oath declares he be- 

ys Gs it*was nearer ſeven chan ſix a Clock when they went away, 

gam. Hutchinſon, Hoſtler, at the Bull-Inn in Recheſter, depoſed, That 
he endeavoured to get a Chaile-Horſe for them at their requeſt, and 
«with great difficulty did get them à Horſe for 7 g. but that both he and 
his Miſtreſs adviſed him not to take it, telling them it was a dange- 
| ©  rous Road for a Chaiſe, and an ugly Hill to go down in the Night; and 
« perſwaded them to take Poſt-Horles, offering them 2 5. Cheaper than they 
could have the Chaize-Horſe for; and farther depoſed, That it was 


more 


: 


U 


Tho. Hill depoſed exactly the ſame with Sam. Hutchinſon. 


but having two of her Servants there, it was thought needleſs. 


There was a Gentleman, if that Title be his due, and ſome call bim 


a Colonel, who ſhew'd himſelf very Induſtrious to have deſtroy d theſe 


two Innocent Men; and went about to the Miſtreſs of the Houſe, and ®% 
to the Servants, and endeavour to ſtagger them in their Evidence; © 


perſwading them they could not be ſure it was paſt fix a Clock when 
they went away; told them their Houſe was dark, and they lighted 
Candles early, and fo fanſied it later than it was — But they were too 
Poſitive to be ſhaken, and the Circumſtances too plain, and too lately 
done, either to be miſtaken or forgotten — and tho' he was pleaſed to 
Vote in the dark once, and be miſtaken among the 134, theſe Mens 
Cauſe was too clear to forget themſelves ſo much — and ſo this Gentle- 


man miſcarryed in his groundleſs Attempt upon their Lives, as he did be- 
fore in as groundleſs Attempt upon the Nations Liberties, 


But had this Man caught them in his CAGE, they had other Wit- 
neſſes ſufficient; for beſides the Canterbury Coach-Man before, whoſe 
Evidence was Direct and Poſitive. | 

Rich. Edmunds of Maidſtone depoſed, That he ſaw Comyn at fix a Clock 
that Night talking with a Shop-keeper at Stroud, on the other fide of Ro- 
cheſter- Br idge. 8 8 

Rich. Wood depoſed, That Comyn and Chambers came to his Houſe ar 


the Blue-Bell on Boxley-Hill ; that they ſtay'd at his Houſe more than an 


Hour; that they behav'd themſelves very Civilly, nor did he perceive 
them in the leaſt diſorder'd with Liquor —— That Comyn told him who 


be was, where they had their Horſes, and where they deſign'd to lnn 


at Maidſtone, 


Note, 'Bhis Man depoſed alſo, That the fame Worſhipful Gentleman 
had been Tampering with him alſo to give in a wrong Evidence — 
which was taken particular Notice of in the Court. 

John Weeks had alſo Gans 
endeavouring to diſſwade them from giving Teſtimony ; pretending 
chat the Deſign of Comyn and Chambers was to Ruin Deans 4 

But the Witneſſes were too Honeſt to comply with a Propoſal of ex- 
poſing two Mens Lives, rather than run the Riſque of one Man's 
Reputation — and after all, being convinc d that Comyn and Cham 

bers ſought only their own Juſtification, not the Ruin or Injury of 
D 2 Deans; 


Wheedling with this and the other Evidences, 
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Mrs. Beavs, Miſtreſs of the faid Inn, was ready to Atteſt the fame, 3 be 


4 more than half an Hour after fix à Clock before they went Frb ro: al 
cc cheſter. 90 101 5 
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Dacns ; they 


& overtake her before ſhe got to Maidſtone. i | 
& She farther depoſed, That they did overtake her half a Mile from 


3 4 M aidſtone — She ſays Comyn told her his Name, and whoſe Daughter 


% he Married; where they had their Horſes, and where they deſign'd 
4 to lye — that they bebav' d themſelves very Civilly, and did not ap- 
& year diſorder d in Drink. 
Here the Judge enquired about the Way = and how the 
Road from Rocheſter to Maidſtone lay, reſpecting the Road from Sittin- 
bourn to Maidſtone, where Deans was robb' d. | 
Sir Stephen Lennard, Member of Parliament for the County of Kent, 
being then on the Bench, gave his Lordſhip an Account that it was three 
Miles out of the Way from any part of Rocheſter Road, to the top of Deat- 
ling-Hill, where Deans was firlt overtaken ; and that then to come into the 
Road again, where Comyn and Chambers overtook Mrs. Willard and 
her Son, muſt be, at leaſt, five Miles out of the Way, and that the 
Way was uncommon and hard to find, eſpecially by Strangers in the 
Night. 
| Tere was one Niding a Carpenter, who very rudely offer'd to con- 
tradict Sir Stepben, but there was too. many People there that knew the 
Road exactly, to have it be thought PraQicable: That coming out of 
Rocheſter at half an Hour paſt ſix, ſtaying at the Bell at Boxley an Hour 
they could go out of the Way to Deatling, come in again by Sandlin, 
ſtay half an Hour robbing Deans, and be at the Bull at Maidſtone by a quar- 


ter paſt eight. 


This being fo clear, it was not to be wonder'd that Dean: and his 
Party were ſo Buſie, their Colonel and all, to have taken off the 
Evidence from being fo Poſitive in their Departure from Rocheſter 
and Boxley, as well as to have made their coming into Maidſtone later; 
either of which would have remov'd the Impoſſibility, and then Deans's 
Poſitive Oath had ſent them out of the World, whether Guilty or In- 


Mrs. Colofon, Landlady at the Ball- Inn at Maidſtone depoſed, That 
it was not much after eight a Clock when Comyn and Chambers came 
to her Houſe, and added all the Particulars recited before, of their 
going into the Kitchin, asking for a Supper; going into the Room be- 

W S hind 


uſtice of che Pradtice, and ab- 
ue 7;1ard depoſed, That: She and her Son being at the Bell on 
= * Boxley-Hill, ſaw Comyn and Chambers there — That ſoon after they 
came in, ſhe went away, and bid them good Night, being going for 
= © Maidfone : But Comyn told her he would not take leave, for he ſhould 


af «.-< 


* 


going to Bed firſt, an 
& ther-in-Laws — Of Chambers drinking a Pint of Wine in the Kitchin 


& after Comyn Was in Bed; being there when the News came of Deans 


e being Bound, perſwading them to go and unbind him; ſaying, If he 
* had not been very weary, he would go himſelf — and the like, as be- 
© fore; adding, That ſhe did not ſee the leaſt Concern or Confuſion 
6“ in them all the time they were there. 4 

The Judge ask d her if ſhe knew the Men? She anſwered YES: 
That Comyn Married a Neighbour's Daughter, and fix Weeks before, I 
was at his Shop in London to buy Paper to hang a Room. My Lord 
ask'd what Trade Comyn was? She anſwer d a Stationer in Gracechurch- 

reet. 

F Here my Lord was pleaſed to obſerve to this Purpoſe “ I cans 
« not think if they had been Guilty they would have come to the Town where 
* the Men liv'd that was robb d, and to a Houſe where they were known; 


© and it is plain, thoſe that committed the Robbery knew where the Perſon + 


8 liv'd, by their ſaying, they knew there muſt be Money in the Pack. 


James Thorn, Tapſter at the ſaid Inn depoſed, That it was juſt 15 
Minutes paſt eight a Clock when they came into the Inn; and being 


ask'd by my Lord how he came to be ſo exact? He ſaid he had a 
Watch in his Hand, and happened to be juſt looking upon it when they 
came in: And being ask'd how he came to remember it; He ſaid, Be- 
ing taken up in three Hours after they came in, he recollected it in or- 
der to be certain — being ask'd if they bid him take Notice of the Time; 
he ſaid No. | | 

Thus they proved the firſt Head, viz. That by the Time, both of their 
ſetting out at Rocheſter, and coming in at Maidſtone, it was impoſſible 
they could be Guilty, 
The next thing was to prove Deans's Application to make up this Af- 
fair, and to this end 

Mr. Chriſtopher Fullagar depoſed, That he was deſired by John Weeks 


to uſe his Endeavours to make up this Matter with Comyn and Chambers ; 


and if he could do it for three or four Guineas he was ordered to give 


it — and he gave the true Reaſons, which Comyn and Chambers refuſed 


it upon, as is before recited. And . 
Claſon the Bailiff proved, That he Arreſted Deans ſix Weeks before 


the Aſſizes, by Order of Comyn and Chambers === So that the Action 


was five Weeks before the Indid ment. 


The 


„ hind the Barr; _ for a Chamber with two Beds in. it ; C] 
"i 


telling why he did not go to lodge at his fPa- 
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Mien were larger and taller than either of theſe, and their Horſes much 


— — 


validate Deane's Teſtimony and Witneſſen, 
jg The. -Exall depos'd, That he came from Sirtingborn with Ebhs and 
n berſtone, the two Witneſſes nam d above, that about Half an Hour 


« after Eight of the Clock they overtook two Men, One on a Mhitiſp, 
. the Other on a Brown Horſe ; that they ſeem'd to be drunk, that the 


„ better, that he was forc'd to keep them Company ſome Time, he ha- 
4 ving Panniers, and could not get by that he look'd particularly at 
& them, to ſe if he knew them, thinking they had been his — 

4 that had got drunk, and he would have taken ſome Care of tbem. 
ige farther depos'd, That he talled with them, and look d in their 
& Faces, and he being before that acquainted with Comyn, he is ſure he 
« muſt have known him, if he had been one of them, for that it was © 
4 not very dark, the Moon being up, tho? cloudy, 20 "mp 

. He farther depos'd, That Horſenail, Maſter to thoſe two Fellows, 
. Ebbs and Wheeſtone, came to him, and told him, if he would not ſwear 
e theſe were the ſame Horſes, he was as great a Rogue as the Robbers, | 
and wiſh'd he might be robb'd the next time he went to the Fair; and 

4 as for his Men, be would make them ſwear it, or Words to this Effect; 
„adding, that he would never deal with the faid Exall afterwards, 

Tho. Dodſon depos d, That, being Conſtable, he was charg'd with Conyn 
and Chambers, when they were apprehended; that he found nothing 
6 about them or in the Room, that gave the leaſt Cauſe of Suſpicion 
that when they came before the Juſtices, Deans could not tell what 
& Coat Comyn had on and that Deans own d ſeveral Times that Ni 
that the Men that robb'd him were with him above Half an Hour. 

He farther depos d, That being order'd the next Morning to fetch 
fMbetſtone Mr. Horſenail's Man before the Juſtices, he having pretended 
to know the Horſes, he then ſaid, he could not ſwear they were the 
“ fame Horſes, and would not do it for the whole World —o—— ᷑ĩ 

N B. But it ſeems, that his Maſter, according to his Threatnings to 

Ibo. Exall, had made him do it afterwards, | 5 

Mir. John Smith * That Deans own'd to him, he could not 
'&; ſwear againſt Comyn, tho at the Bar he had pointed him out, and fworn 
' ©* poſitively that he cut up his Pack. | | 

He farther ſays, as to Deens's Reputation, that he bought a Parcel of 

Hops of him; but when he had gotten Part of his (Smith's) Money 
into his Hands, he could not get the Hops deliver'd, nor come at him 

© (Deans) except on a Sunday, and was at laſt forc'd to give the Villain 


®. (that was bis own Mord) 20 J. more than his Bargain, to get the Goods 
e of him. « Mrs, 
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&« Degns 20 5, without taking a Receipt of him; and that when he came 
© tg make up the Account, he deny'd the 20 s, and becauſe ſhe had not 
« 2 Receipt, ſhe was fain to loſe the Money. 1 i 
| They had other Witneſſes ready to have teſtify d the like Things, but 
my Lord faid there was no Need of ir, they had done enough. _ _,, + 
They concluded their Evidence, by calling ſeveral very eminent and 
worthy Gentlemen, ſome Citizens of London, and ſome Tawnſmen of 
Maidſtone, who were pleas d to give ſuch Characters of them both, as 
fully ſatisfy'd the Court in that Point, inſomuch that my Lord did them 
the Honour to tell the Jury, he neyer found rwo Men better recommend- 
ed in his Life, or to that Purpoſe. 
© The Trial on both ſides being fully ended, my Lord ſumm'd up 
|. the Evidence to the Jury, with a great Deal of Clearneſs and Candour. 
Upon which the Jury being oblig d to withdraw upon other Cauſes 
which lay before them, unanimouſly brought in their Verdict, NO T 
GUILT . Nor was there one Man of the Jury that offer'd to ſug- 
geſt, that he was in any thing diſſatisfy d or inclining to another Opinion. 
Thus they were acquitted BY LAW, with as much Reputation as 
could be defir'd, and immediately had their Liberty to depart the Court. 
But the Injury they had receiv'd, both in their Character as well as 


Expence, was ſuch, that they could not think they ought to acquieſce in a 


bare Acquitment of the Crime, without having ſome Amends made them 
by the Aggreſſors And therefore with Advice of their Friends, and not 
without the Opinion of very good Lawyers, they reſolv'd to purſue the 
Action of el. againſt Deans. = | 3 

But here the Lawyers gave it a new Turn, and not inſiſting upon the 
Queſtion, whether they were found Guilty or no, they debated only, 
whether Deans being actually robb'd, and ſuſpecting theſe were the Per- 
ſons, might not juſtly proſecute them on that Suſpicion, whether they 
were Guilty or no. 

On this new Fetch of the Law, without hearing the Witneſſes Conyn 
and Chambers had to prove the Improbabilities and the Unreaſonableneſs 
of ſuch a Suſpicion, the Court gave it againſt them, as to Satisfaction of 
Damages, and they ſuffer'd a Nonſuit. 

How far this agrees or diſagrees with the common Practice of our Law, 
-to refuſe Damages to a Plaintiff, where ſo great Damages were ſuffer d, 
and where the Words and the whole Circumſtances were evident and 

rov'd, is not to be enquir'd into here; they cannot but think, they had 
rd Meaſure in being non-ſuited on ſuch a Punctilio of Law, which they 

could not poſlibly foreſee. \ 
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WERE” © ButRnaves ſeldom know how to uſe a Victory. Deans and his Crew: 
puoffd up with this Succeſs, fancy d to themſelves, they had an Oppor- NF 
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=” kunity now to murther the Reputation of Comyn and Chambers, tho? they 4 


fail'd in their bloody Deſign upon their Lives; and now they run open« 
mouth'd over the Country, with the Notion, that the Court thought them 
Guilty of che Robbery, becauſe they could not recover Damages of 
bim. | | 
But Providence had yet another Relief for them in this Caſe, tho? next 
to miraculous, and which they could not have the leaſt View of them- 
ſelves, by which they have been moſt wonderfully clear'd from this ſecond 
Attempt, and all the Villany and additional Crimes to hide it, are fix d 
upon Deans and his Party, beyond any Poſſibility of wiping it off. The 
Caſe ij thus. | 


-- Almoſt a Year after this, and when Deans and his Crew are in the 
Heighth of their Triumphs over the Repuration of theſe Men, there are 
two Men brought into Maidſtone Gaol, for ſeveral Robberies by them 
committed on the Highway and otherwiſe. And at the Lene Aſſizes, 
April 5. 1709, they are brought to their Trial, and there being a Com- 
plication of Crimes upon them, they are both condemn'd to die; their 
Names are John Poſt and James Weſt. | 

Before they were brought to their Trial, nay, as ſoon almoſt as 
they came into the Priſon, they did not ſtick to acknowledge, that they 
were the Perſons that had bound Deans at the Foot of Deatling Hill —— 
And Mr. Copping the Keeper of the Priſon at Maidſtone came to London, as 
he ſaid, on Purpoſe, and in a real Senſe of the Injury done to Comyn and 
Chambers, and acquainted them with it; Comyn defir'd this Mr. Copping, 
that he would wait upon Mr. Juſtice Tracy, before whom their Cauſe had 
been try d, and tell his Lordſhip the ſame—which be did, and to ſeveral of _ 
the Juſtices of the County of Kenr, as to Sir Stephen Lennard, Sir Tho. Col- 
peper, and others and added, that the ſaid Priſoners deſign'd to own 
it at their Trial. ; | 

Mr. Copping farther ſaid, that Poſt told him, that he (John Po?) being 
at Maidſtone, when Comyn and Chambers were try'd for this Robbery, was 
ſo troubled, that they ſhould ſuffer for his Crime, that he was ſometimes 
at the Point of coming into open Court, and clearing them, by acknow- 
ledging the Fat——and believes, if it had like to have gone hard with 
wem, he ſhould have done fo. 8 | 
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nocence ſo eminently_clear'd — but as if Providence had reſolv'd to ftopnnnnl 
wide from Realon, we aA, 
find this did not end here. OT | 8 „ 


Poſt and Meſt being Condemn'd, as is Noted before, for their other 
Crimes, after. their Sentence, did both, in open Court, without an 
Motion from Comyn and Chambers, or from their Friends, make an open 
and free Acknowledgment of the Robbery of Deans —— thi they, and 
no other, were the Perſons that bound him, and led his Horſe out hf 
the Way. Sc. . a „ 5 l 
Reb. Deans and his Accomplices, juſtly Al larm d at this ſurpriſing Cir- 
cumſtance, left no Stone unturn'd to Rifle this Confeſſion ; but it was in 
| vain — They raiſed ſuggeſtions that Comyn and Chambers had Purchaſed 
this Confeſſion from them; they ſet People to Croſs-Examine them, 
catch at their Expreſſions, and if poſſible to find out ſome Inco- © - 
herence in their relation of Fact — and ſome Gentlemen, with leſs Cha- 7 
rity than Malice, God forgive their Deſign, were very forward to form 
ſeeming Contradictions in their Words. 1 e e 3 
But the Men poſitively inſiſting on it to the laſt; the one ſtill alive and 
owning it, and the other owning it at the Place of Execution, even at 
the laſt ſtep into Eternity — has put it paſt any honeſt Man's Queſtion 
It might be thought, that in hopes of Life, and under Promiles of 
Reprieve or Pardon, Men might be prevaild with to take a thing upon 
themſelves they were not guilty of — But as Comyn and Chambers pre- 
tend not to have Intereſt enough to procure Pardogs or Reprieves ſor 
Condem'd Men and that one of theſe Men died with the Confirma-- _ 
tion of it in his laſt Breath Tis hoped the common Charity of Chriſt- 
ans will prevail over the Malice of a few — to believe the poor Man 
would not dye with a. Lie in his Mouth, to gratify two Strangers that 
could do nothing for him. 2 
Tiis alſo remarkable, that this Man often ſaid, If Deans would come 
to him, he would give him ſome private Tokens that would Convince 
him but this Deans had no mind to. | 
There remains but one poſſible ſhift to be made — and that is fo 
Mean, fo Baſe, and fo eaſily overthrown, that one would think no Man A 
would be ſo weak to fly to it, ſince to tell an Untruth that is ſo eaſily f 
detected, is but to make the Caſe worſe, and this is, that REA LL Y theſe 
Men did not make this Confeſſion at = 
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TR a "xr them{clves, and all poſiible denyal of it may be ctuſhr, we have ſub⸗ 

: x} "vp hoped Unqueſtionabie Authorities as Witneſſes ro the faid 'Confeſfion= 
”. And wirk this rheir Defence ſhall conclude; if Deans and bene os 
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| [Here therefore follows two Certificates of the Confeſſion of the 00 

3 i "Wit and Poſh, Signed by Eye and Ear. Witneſſes, whoſe Teſtimony, it 
5 is hoped; ſhall prevail with every Honeſt Man, paſt all Polbble Scru- 
1 4 __ veing - 65) 5k mentioned before. 


XIII „be Name: ave Underwritten, do — That John Poſt and 
. james Welt, Condemm d at the Aſſizes held at Maidſtone, for rhe Coun- 
HE ©. Kent, April 576 1709. Did publicly Own and Confeſs in Court, before Mr. 
11 Jaſtice Tracy, Judge of the Aſſge, That he, the ſaid Poſt andthe ſaid Welt, 
were che two Perſons that robb'd and bound Robert Deans near Deatling, 
the 1ſt of October, 1707. being the ſame Robbery that Nr. Comyn, and 
Mr. Chambers were Indifted for And which the ſaid Robert Deans 
had. ſmorn Poſitively upon the ſaid Comyn and Chambers. Likewiſe 
James Welt did fend Confeſs, That bimſelf and John Poſt were 

' "*#he two Perſonsthat robb'd the ſaid Deans, -4s aforeſaid. Dated: the 8h Day 
Sag Auguſt 1709. 


7 E whoſe Mauer are Underwritten, 45 hereby Certify, That James wel, 
Condemm d at ebe Aſiges beld at Maidſtone, for the County of Kent, April 
J. 1709. Did at the Place of Execution, publickh declare, and own to all Preſent, 
bur he the ſaid James Welt and John Poſt were the two Per ſans that bound and 
8 8 vobb d Robert Deans near Deatling, the 1ſt H October, 1707, and that Comyn 
M 305 and Chambers were perfetth) . of the Robbery Deans bad /o. bar 
e 20 upon them. Dated the 8th day of * 1709. 


Robert Wiltho. 
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— ConcLvsro 


T is hoped every thing in this Account is ſo Clear, and ſo Impartialg 
| that Malice it ſelf can find no room to Cavil at it — Nor are te 
fr Authors of this conſcious of having in the leaſt, Prevaricated from 
, the Truth; at leaſt there is no ſuch deſign: It would not be amiſs for the ⁵⁶ 

Reader to reflect a little on the State of this Caſe How barbarou. 
ſuch an Attempt as this upon the Lives of Innocent Men is How the 


l moſt Unconcern'd Traveller in the World may fall into ſuch Mens Hands 5 3 
. —and if Men when they are robb'd— being blinded with Rage, will Charge : 


4 


t, an Account of Minutes, and bring Witneſſes to gore every ſte 
Lite may d 


mighty give the Wicked furious Proſecutor Repentance, and every Honelt : 
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